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On November 4, 2008, the Scientific Committee on Emerging and Newly Identified Health 
Risks (SCENIHR) published its preliminary opinion “Effects of the Active Substances in 
Biocidal Products on Antibiotic Resistance1”, inviting comments until November 30 before 
releasing the final version.  The SCENIHR compiled this report on demand of the European 
Commission (EC) with the aim to serve as a basis for a review of Directive 98/8/EC2 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council on the placing on the market of biocidal products, 
which was adopted in 1998.  The objective of this opinion is to review evidence on the 
emergence of biocide resistance and cross-resistance between biocides and antibiotics in 
bacteria, and to determine if the increasing use of biocides may be associated with an 
increase in antibiotic resistance in bacterial pathogens.  The opinion meant to exhaustively 
review the impact of all antibiotics and biocides having a bactericidal/bacteriostatic effect on 
bacteria.  The opinion reviews the use of biocides in health care, in consumer products, in 
food production, in animal husbandry, in foods of animal origin, including the potential use of 
carcass washes as a hygiene measure under Regulation (EC) 853/20043 on specific hygiene 
rules for food of animal origin and in the environment.  The opinion acknowledges approval 
and widespread use of Pathogen Reduction treatments (PRTs) in other parts of the world, 
especially in the United States, but identifies a deficit of scientific research in order to draw 
conclusions about the risk for antimicrobial resistance.   
 
Comments on this preliminary opinion from the SCENIHR are invited through a web link on 
the SCENIHR webpage4 through November 30, 2008. Comments submitted after this date 
will not be considered anymore, as the SCENIHR finalizes its opinion and the EC is expected 
to launch a proposal for the update of the biocide Directive 98/8/EC.   
 
Relevance for the approval of poultry PRTs 
 
In the spring of 2008, DG Environment (DGENVI) opposed a proposal for the approval of 
poultry PRTs because of environmental concerns and because of fear of creating a precedent 
for the review of the biocide Directive.  However, on Wednesday October 29th, 2008, the 
college of Commissioners approved a renamed Proposal for a Council Regulation as regards 
the use of antimicrobial substances to remove surface contamination from poultry 
carcasses5, after the original proposal was rejected by the standing committee (SCoFCAH) 
last June.  The EC has forwarded the proposal to the Council secretariat on November 4.  It 
is expected that the proposal will be put up for a vote at an Agricultural Council meeting 
before the end of 2008.   
 
 
 

                                        
1 http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_risk/committees/04_scenihr/docs/scenihr_o_020.pdf  
2 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/1998/l_123/l_12319980424en00010063.pdf  
3 http://europa.eu/eur-lex/pri/en/oj/dat/2004/l_226/l_22620040625en00220082.pdf  
4 http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_risk/committees/04_scenihr/scenihr_cons_09_en.htm  
5 http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st15/st15214.en08.pdf  



GAIN Report - E48131 Page 3 of 3  
 

UNCLASSIFIED USDA Foreign Agricultural Service 

Visit our website: our website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/provides a broad range of 
useful information on EU import rules, food laws, agriculture and trade policy.  It enables 
easy access to USEU reports, trade and other practical information.  

E-mail: AgUSEUBrussels@fas.usda.gov 

Related reports from USEU Brussels with info on EU policies: 
Report 
Number 

Title Date Released 

E48081 
Update on the EU Pathogen Reduction Treatment approval 
process 

07/31/2008 

E48067 
EP resolution calls for Council to reject EU Commission PRT 
proposal 

06/19/2008 

E48066 EC proposal amending poultrymeat marketing regulation 06/24/2008 

E48040 EU Scientific Opinions on Poultry PRT's show no drawbacks 04/11/2008 

E48024 Poultry – Semi-annual 03/12/2008 

E47039 EU opens poultry TRQ for the United States 05/25/2007 

E35166 
Analysis of US poultry meat trade with the EU:  Past, present, 
future 

08/29/2005 

E23111 Poultry Decontamination 06/20/2003 

These reports can be accessed through our website http://useu.usmission.gov/agri/ or through the FAS 
website http://www.fas.usda.gov/scriptsw/attacherep/default.asp. 

 


